The tolerance of a society towards people with different cultural, language, religious and social background is an indicative feature of the social and cultural competence level of the society itself. Aim: To research the tolerance and attitude of the society towards international students of various cultural backgrounds. Materials and methodology: A direct individual survey among 43 international students in general and dental medicine at the Medical University of Plovdiv was performed. A specially prepared questionnaire, including questions, targeted at examining the knowledge of the foreign students of the Bulgarian traditions and culture, the Bulgarian language and their opinion if their religious believes, cultural identification etc. are respected was used. The results are processed by SPSS v. 14. A parametric test was used. Results: Most of the respondents -54% share that they have being in Bulgaria for more than three years. The main reasons for their stay at the country are their studies. Three of the interviewed individuals state war as a main reason for their arrival. 67% of the students feel "welcomed" and only eight share the opinion that they are "unwanted" foreigners. 70% of the interviewed know and speak Bulgarian language. Almost the same percentage are acquainted with the Bulgarian culture and customs. More than half of the interviewed (81%) feel that their cultural identity and religious believes are respected by their fellow students and teachers at the university.
INTRODUCTION
The tolerance of a society towards people with different cultural, language, religious and social background is an indicative feature of the social and cultural competence level of the society itself. The tolerance is a desired feature of the human behaviour, which is taught and acquired in the early childhood through the adoption of appropriate methods (Chlewinski). The intolerance is an aggregation of prejudices, negative attitudes, based on false information. Frequently, it is illogical, but persistent in time (Hammer) (1, 2, 3). There ____________________________ are about 70,000 ethnic and national groups around the world. The social tension between them is created by the ethnic intolerance and various prejudices of the society (3, 4) . The presence of attitudes and prejudices are forming the base of social relations which help or hinder the communication with other people, considered as close or different, pleasant or unpleasant. In the relatively newly formed countries (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo etc.) marginalization of the various ethnic groups is observed (Albanians, Serbians etc.). The ethnic model of tolerance and mutual respect exists for centuries in Bulgaria and this model must be preserved for the future as well.
AIM
To research of the tolerance and attitude of the society towards international students of various cultural backgrounds in Bulgaria.
HYPOTHESIS OF THE RESEARCH
The foreign students feel tolerance and respect of their cultural identity by the fellow students and teachers at Medical University -Plovdiv and the society.
MATERIALS AND METHODOLOGY
In order to achieve the purpose, a direct individual survey among 43 international students in general and dental medicine at the Medical University of Plovdiv was performed. A specially prepared questionnaire, including questions, targeted at examining the knowledge of the foreign students of the Bulgarian traditions and culture, the Bulgarian language and their opinion if their religious believes, cultural identification etc. are respected was used. The results are processed by SPSS v. 14. A parametric test was used. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
one is the prolonged (for centuries) cohabitation of various communities over the Bulgarian ethnic territory, which resulted in mutual cultural enrichment between these communities (which is most clearly seen in the language borrowings, the closeness of some folklore elements etc.). All of the above has contributed to the establishment of tolerance towards the "others". In the support of the above statement, the present study was performed and during its course, the hypothesis if the foreign students in general and dental medicine at Medical UniversityPlovdiv feel the the tolerance to their different ethnic belonging by the fellow students and teachers was tested. At the question "For how long have you being in Bulgaria?", most of the respondents -54% share that they have being in Bulgaria for more than three years ( Figure  1 ). Figures 3,  4) . This is a commendable result, considering the fact that the knowledge of the culture and the language of the hosting society is the major factor for the social integration of foreigners (4, 5) . 67% of the students feel "welcomed" in Bulgaria and only eight share the opinion that they are "unwanted" foreigners. The relative share of those, who feel among the students community and the society "as Bulgarians" is relatively high (Figure 5 ). The result can be explained by the diversified social and academic life at the university -the existence of Foreign Students Association at the Medical University -Plovdiv, the organization of various events, like festivals, thematic evenings and balls. Limitations of the study: The present study is pilot and is covering a small number of interviewed individuals. It is required to extend the sample size in the future.
CONCLUSION
The study shows that the interviewed foreign students share the opinion that the academic and students community, as well as the society, in general, show tolerance and respect to their cultural identity.
The establishment of favourable, heterogeneous, multi-ethnic environment at the university is possible and its establishment should be supported by the encouragement of the application of positive, non-discriminative educational measures, organization of festivals, exhibitions, revealing the cultural ways of the various ethnicities.
